Dear Harold 


June 10, 1969 


Got your letters of 5/29, 5/31, 6/1, and 6/4 in that overstuffed envelope. Coming to : 
you under separate cover are the following: Holiday, March 1969 — William Manchester on the 
Paris Embassy; Motion Picture, Aug. 1965 — cover story; True Jan. 1969 — Hoover article; True 
Nov. 1968 — cover story; Playboy June 1969 — Gore Vidal interview and piece on the right wing. 

The last item mentioned in required reading — I have only had time to skim it, since as soon 
as I§ saw what it was, I decided to get it into the mail right away. Please copy any you want 
and return. This is from my latest study-break in a Salvation Army store. Sane of this stuff 
is tripe, but sometimes it is handy to have it for certain types of writing. 

I will try my parents again on Spector — a date would help. I T 11 mention it to Vince also. 

On Fred you make some good points but have a misconception as to what I give him. I give 
him only things which have little meaning and mostly advice, exeept with the Tumer-Boxley bus- 
iness when I felt he would be better off informed since he is easily used. I understand you 1 re 
not caring what they think, especially since I developed that attitude just this year about 
Lifton, after having decided to give him a chance to come down to earth. As things go now I 
am getting a steady stream of memos , news clippings , and photos from Fred , many of which go on 
to you, and I am also able to keep abreast of what is going on in Southern California, etc. In 
a letter which you already have — my last one to you — I requested seme info about when you saw 
the Z film in Jim ! s office, etc. My purpose was not to defend you to them, since there is no 
reason to try such a thing with irrational people, but rather to attack Lifton and try to dim- 
inish his influence with Fred, so that Fred will go on with photographic work and stop listening 
to his nonsense. 

Reason for U. police inquiry cleared up. Pesky neighbors taken care of, but it cost me 
about 3 days with housing inspector. City Attorney, other neighbors, and on the phone. They want 
to get rid of students by calling in authorities and having us declared a public nuisance on 
totally false charges. The petition and court action was quashed and we have turned the tables 
so that they are now the public nuisance in the eyes of the city attorney. 

That &as an excellent analysis of the DeBruey r s report. 

If Paul has passed his first oral exam, then he still has a dissertation to go. If he has 
passed his final oral (I suspect it was his first oral, since the final oral is usually no sweat) 
then he is through and it is a matter of a short time before he gets his degree. Next year I 
will be doing my internship and possibly gay dissertation at the same time. 

The Courtney thing sounds promising. Glad that you spotted it. Hope that the office comes 
through on this. Have you noticed, by the way, that the two eyewitness sketches are not that 
much alike — the one profile vs. the one that Fred used for the comparison. 

Nichols sent me the copy of your memo. He has always worried me because he is not a big 
pathologist and is only a hospital pathologist, unless that has changed. Agreed on what to send 
him. I will send everything to you that he might want in duplicate, and then you can use as you 
see fit. 

On the need for a lawyer, I will begin asking around for colleagues in Washington who might 
be interested. I have a few contacts. 

I thought that Village Square would interest you. It is a big deal. I still have not got- 
ten the second article in the series and no more copies of the mag. except the first issue. 

Regrettably, I missed Sirhan on "First Tuesday." I heard about it only after it was over. 

I would give my right am for those test results, especially the MMPI. Also, there are many 
distinctions which must be drawn. First of all, was he crazy before he committed the act, and 
if so, in what way. Was he someone easily led or influenced — i.e. did his mental disorder make 
him very suggestible, or even, could he have been hypnotized into doing it. Then, was he insane 
at the time of the crime. He could have been crazy and yet not legally insane. Finally, did he 
become insane as a result of the act, or of his incarceration and impending trial after the act. 
He would not be the first killer to have become insane as a result of having committed the crime. 
It is not surprising that it felt unreal to kill RFK — it would to anyone, sane or insane. He 
was involved in an extraordinary thing, so an extraordinary reaction might not be too crazy, as 
in the case of victims of some trajedy. Such insanity could, of course, distort his memory, and 

seal his mouth if he knows things he is not telling. I could really dissect this if I could get 

his psychological tests. 

You misunderstood me on the Powell thing. Lifton was off his rocker, he first made a big 
deal of me having told Fred after he allegedly told me about it over the phone and allegedly in 
confidence. Then he hypothesized that I "leaked it" to you! This was pure raving, an 


him that. I noted first of all that I knew more about Powell and had done more with it than he 
ever would. Secondly, that you, I, and god only knows who else knew about it years ago. Finally 
that I had been using it publicly as an unanswered question for over two years in the form of 
a slide! So much for his hidden info and myg "violation of confidence." I tore him to ribbons 
in front of Fred and he had to retreat to the color change thing. If I can take that away, and 
it would be easy if I could just remember the time when you told me and a few details, he won’t 
have a leg to stand on and will have been shown to be without clothes in front of Fred. If Fred 
pays no attention, then that will be a measure of him, but at least it will shut Lifton up. As 
for his book, I recognize the possibility of damage, but am not too worried about it sinee Sylvia 
will check it over and any publisher will be very cautious with it, especially a publisher capabL 
of giving it distribution. 

By the way, speaking of the west coast, what ever happened to that info you turned up which 
suggested that RFK might have been shot at in Northern California near the town of Ukiah? 

Dick just sent a long memo to me and Olson which explains what you suggested. Olson is 
a good guy and a solid worker, who has studied hard but recognizes his limitations. He is a 
good man for a devil's advocate. 

Agreed on Nicol. His style, which I have seen before, disgusts me. It is of a big man 
holding himself aloof from the real thing. There is a high percentage of prostitution among 
professionals, and my soon-to-be profession is one of the worst. I hope this summer to deal 
with those who involved themselves in the assassination through a critique wE what they did. 

Sorry to hear that you have chiggers. Although I spent much time with Wildlife several 
years ago, I have never gotten them, although I have seen those who have. I don’t get poison 
ivy, or the others either. 

I follow your line of thinking on Epstein and expect to gfct his book, so perhaps I will 
be of sane help. I haven’t gotten Joe Rosenstein cornered yet for info on him. 

It will be interesting to see if Lifton writes me again after my last letter to him in 
which I described his ravings in psychiatric terminology. He dls doing much to stay close to 
Fred since he expects Fred to provide him with good photo work for his book. 

Also enclosed in the package which is coming to you under separate cover are a copy of 
Jack A. Weaver’s photograph and a blowup that Ted Hammond did for me of the windows. I will 
next give the photo neg. to Patsy for sane fancy stuff. Fred loaned me the negative. Ted 
is a good amateur who has done much copying of slides and other odd jo^s for me either at 
cost with a discount he gets (works for the student newspaper) or for free (on their budget). 

If I go to Dallas he will go with me and take all photos. 

Give my regards to your wife. Best wishes. 
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